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PRESS RELEASE

Press Contact: Julia McHugh

805.569.3303 or juliapr@west.net

Tickets: Lobero Box Office

805.963.0761 or lobero.com
DANCEworks
NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH LOBERO AND SUMMERDANCE SANTA BARBARA
· One-month Residency by Nationally Recognized Choreographers Will Result in Creation of New Work 

· Rehearsals, Masterclasses, School Performances and Showcase Performance Bring Public Into Creative Process
· New York’s Aszure Barton Chosen for First Residency;  Acclaimed Aszure Barton & Artists to Perform Two Shows at Lobero Theatre on March 6 & 7

· Download Photos at www.lobero.com/contact/press

Santa Barbara, CA, December 12, 2008 – SUMMERDANCE Santa Barbara and the Lobero Theatre Foundation have announced a groundbreaking new partnership, DANCEworks, offering artistic freedom to nationally recognized choreographers to create a new work during a one-month creative residency at the Lobero Theatre. Santa Barbara and the Southern California community will have unusual access to the company’s ongoing work during open rehearsals, masterclasses, and special performances for schoolchildren. This unique and innovative residency culminates with public performances of works from the choreographer’s existing repertoire as well as a preview of the new work.  


“Our main mission is to provide artists with significant time and space to develop new work at a time in their careers when this kind of residency can have great impact,” says Dianne Vapnek, SUMMERDANCE Executive Director and Artistic Director for DANCEworks. “It is so rare for an artist to have the freedom to explore ideas on an actual stage, instead of in a studio – and I know of no other place where they have a full month dedicated to the process. This is an exciting new model on a national level and a real gift to the artists.”


“The Lobero Foundation has made a three-year commitment to this project and we are confident that we will be able to sustain DANCEworks into the future,” notes Lobero Executive Director David Asbell. “The resulting works will be credited as being commissioned by DANCEworks: A Joint Project of the Lobero Theatre Foundation and SUMMERDANCE Santa Barbara.” 


The first residency, February 8 to March 8, 2009, brings Aszure Barton and her seven-member company to Santa Barbara. No stranger to the Lobero stage, Barton wowed SUMMERDANCE audiences in 2005 and with Mikhail Baryshnikov’s Hell’s Kitchen in 2006. She has choreographed works for Mikhail Baryshnikov, Sydney Dance Company, Les Ballets Jazz de Montréal, the Martha Graham Dance Company, among others, and on Broadway. Aszure Barton & Artists, her seven-member company, was founded in 2002 and has toured worldwide. Barton is currently Artist-in-Residence at the Baryshnikov Arts Center. “Ms. Barton is audacious,” says the New York Times. “Barton is clearly brilliant,” adds the San Francisco Chronicle.  

DANCEworks Builds on Ten Years of SUMMERDANCE Santa Barbara
The idea for DANCEworks grew from the relationships built during the SUMMERDANCE Santa Barbara dance festivals, which ran from 1997 to 2006, and included many Lobero performances. Initially, DANCEworks residencies will draw on the roster of innovative choreographers presented in past SUMMERDANCE festivals.  

“This program comes out of the experiences the dancers had while they were here. I kept hearing that the creative time we provided for the artists during SUMMERDANCE  helped them launch or establish their careers,” says Vapnek. “I kept hearing ‘when are we coming back?’” 


Vapnek adds, “Each residency will be designed according to the needs of the artists in residence; there are no stipulations on what is to be produced, only that the public can be a witness to the work created here.  This is unheard-of in dance commissioning.”


Though the Lobero will offer other performances during the residency period, the resident artists will have ample time on stage. “We have a schedule to provide the stage to DANCEworks when it is not in use, such as in the morning hours before shows and on days when we are ‘dark,’” says Asbell. 

Public Performances

Aszure Barton & Artists will perform two public shows as the culmination of their month-long DANCEworks residency. The performances will feature works from Barton’s repertoire and may include a preview of her new work. Performances are Friday and Saturday, March 6 and 7 at 8 p.m. at the Lobero Theatre. Tickets are $30 and $25; $18 for students, and are available at Lobero Theatre Box Office, online at www.lobero.com, by phone at (805) 963-0761, or in person at 33 East Canon Perdido Street, Santa Barbara, CA, 93101. 

The schedule of other public events associated with the residency will be announced at a later date.

# # #

DANCEworks is supported by Dianne and Daniel Vapnek, the Lobero Theatre Foundation, 

the Towbes Family Endowment for Dance, the Towbes Foundation, the Santa Barbara County Arts Commission and individuals. Additional support comes from The Franciscan Inn, Santa Barbara Dance Alliance and the Santa Barbara Independent.
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